THE BLOOD

folds   of  smooth   membrane   with   a  small   amount   of
connective or strengthening tissue between them.

Circulation of the Blood

When describing the heart, mention was made of the
fact t&at the blood-vessels opening into the ventricles are
arteries, while those opening into auricles are veins. The
forcing power producing the circulation of the blood is the
heart, which by its contraction squeezes the blood into the
arteries and receives a supply from the veins during its dilation.

Fig. 30.   VALVES IN VEINS.
A, Section along a Vein.    B, Vein opened longitudinally.
When the auricles contract they close the openings of the
veins, and force the blood into the ventricles through the
mitral and the tricuspid valves. Then the ventricles contract.
This closes the mitral and tricuspid valves and forces the
blood into the arteries.
In any description of the circulation, it is best to begin with
the blood that is contained in any one of the four chambers
of the heart and to trace its journey over the body until it
again reaches the chamber from which it started. We will
begin with the blood in the right auricle.